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Executive Secretary 

 

Message from the  

Executive Secretary 

Aloha, 

 The Neighborhood Com-

mission Office is committed to 

the continued growth and 

betterment of the Neighbor-

hood Board System. We are 

looking forward to the unveil-

ing of multiple new projects 

that will help promote the 

awareness and improve the 

understanding of the Neigh-

borhood Boards and their  

functions. 

 We continue to push for-

ward with our goal to 

“increase and assure effective 

citizen participation in the de-

cisions of government” in an 

ever evolving world.   

 
 

Shawn Hamamoto,  
           
 
       Executive Secretary 
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PC: ODEELO DAYONDON 

The Neighborhood Commission Office is excited to announce that 

various efforts are being undertaken to provide the public with more 

relevant and effective resources in regards to the Neighborhood Board 

System.  

One such effort deals directly with resolutions adopted by the vari-

ous Neighborhood Boards. Working in conjunction with the City and 

County of Honolulu Department of Information Technology (DIT) we 

have created a new section of our website that makes it possible for 

anyone to find resolutions adopted by the various Neighborhood 

Boards. Neighborhood Boards generally relay their decisions and recom-

mendations in two forms: letters and resolutions. Neighborhood Boards 

across the island are constantly looking at ways to improve their com-

munities, and Board resolutions are a good resource for any legislators, 

community members, and organizations to identify the desires of the 

community in question.  

In addition, the Neighborhood Commission Office (NCO) continues 

to examine ways to increase public awareness and promote the Neigh-

borhood Board System. Members of the Neighborhood Commission Of-

fice will be visiting various community center, parks, churches, and busi-

nesses in communities across the island to put up posters and leave fly-

ers that promote the area Board. The information posted includes the 

area board’s meeting dates, times, locations, as well as an image of the 

area board’s members.  If any community members know of additional 

places where posters or flyers can be placed please contact us at 768-

3705 or get in contact with your respective Board’s Neighborhood Assis-

tant. 

Lastly, the Neighborhood Commission Office  is always looking for 

additional ways to increase awareness of the Neighborhood Board Sys-

tem. Presentations are continuingly being done at various community  

and civic-minded organizational meetings across the island.  More peo-

ple getting involved will ultimately increase the influence Neighborhood 

Board  meetings can have. If you feel there are any organizations or 

community groups that would be willing to hear more about the Neigh-

borhood Board System please contact the NCO at 768-3705 or email 

James.Skizewski@honolulu.gov. 

What’s on the Horizon? 

mailto:james.skizewski@honolulu.gov


 Tucked behind Windward Community College, in the shadow of the Ko`olau Mountain range rests the Hawaii State 

Hospital (HSH), where those suffering from mental health or substance abuse problems find treatment and sanctuary. James 

Skizewski of the NCO Public Relations team set up a tour of the facility on Wednesday, August 23, 2017. He, along with NCO 

staff members Anela Keko`olani, Dylan Whitsell, Thomas Baldwin, Jackson Coley and I, attended the tour. Kaneohe Neighbor-

hood Board Members Bill Sager, Jon Honks, Jeremiah Sanders, and Fred Collins also joined to see in person what is so fre-

quently discussed at the Kaneohe Neighborhood Board No. 30 meetings.    

 As we were greeted by our tour guides, Administrator Bill May and Dr. Ron Heidelberg presented us with leis which 

were handmade by the patients. We watched a short video that outlined the current state of the hospital and the possible 

improvements to the facility. Bill explained that we would get to see the Occupational Therapy building, the construction site 

at the old Goddard building, and finally the Aloha Garden.  

 We walked through the campus to the first stop, and noticed beautiful murals painted on the walls which we later 

learned were painted by the patients themselves. Occupational therapist Laura Adams-Shimabukuro showed us the Occu-

pational Therapy (OT) building. The first stop (my favorite part of the tour) was with the therapy doggies. They had two Gold-

en Retrievers and they were the cutest, most loving, most adorable hospital staff members you’d ever see! We had the op-

portunity to play with the dogs and they love belly rubs, oh yes they do!  The OT building also holds many other activities rang-

ing from woodworking, to yoga, to cooking, to arts and crafts, to hydroponics. Last year, the patients made the 1st place 

Christmas wreath for the City and County of Honolulu Mayor’s Annual Christmas Wreath Contest.  

 Next we saw the construction site where the Goddard Building once stood. The new building will increase patient 

capacity to grow with rising census figures. The new patient facility will have 144 beds and be four stories tall. There will  be 

increased security, with all health care services being self-contained so that patients do not have to move between build-

ings. 

 Our last stop was the Aloha Garden. Kaleo Pilanca welcomed the group with sea salt and a Hawaiian prayer. Hold-

ing hands, everyone shared what aloha meant to them. Administer Bill May threw a pohaku into the pond, the ripples sym-

bolizing the interconnectedness of the universe. Every visitor that day left with a parting gift: a little container of traditionally-

made poi. It was a great experience for everyone involved, and we at the NCO would like to thank the Hawaii State Hospital 

for inviting us and the community to visit the facility.  
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New Faces in the NCO 

A Wednesday Afternoon at the Hawaii State Hospital 
 

Submitted by  
Sultan White 

 

Jackson Coley 

Neighborhood Assistant 
Jackson Coley joined the Neighbor-

hood Commission Office in August 

2017 as a way to become more in-

volved in local government and 

community activity. After growing up 

on the Kona side of Big Island, Jack-

son studied a broad expanse of sub-

jects at UH Manoa before leaving to briefly serve in the 

United States Army. His previous work experience ranges 

from cashiering on Manoa’s campus to providing clinical 

aid as a health care specialist at Fort Bliss, Texas. He 

hopes to learn more about the issues facing his home 

and someday return to the medical profession to help 

those in need.  

Gefelyn Quibuyen 

Senior Account Clerk 
Gefelyn Quibuyen joined the NCO in July 

2017. Her parents serve as her inspiration 

as her father, a doctor in a Province in the 

Philippines, provides free medical services 

and free medicines to the needy and her 

mother, a Business woman held projects in 

their community that provided free weddings to couples 

who cannot afford to wed in church. They are the reason 

she was enthusiastic for the chance to be involved in local 

government and grateful to be a part of Neighborhood 

Commission Office. Her educational background includes 

a BS in Medical Technology from Manila Central University-

Philippines, a MBA from the Philippines School of Business 

administration in Manila, and a graduate and Licensed 

Esthetician from Makana Wellness Academy, Hawaii.  



 

Tell us something about yourself that not many 

people would be able to guess?  
 

I’m a former martial artist. I’ve competed in a couple 

of different Brazilian Jiu Jitsu tournaments and even 

moved to Phuket, Thailand for a few months to fight 

in a few kickboxing matches. I currently consider my-

self “retired,” but you never know! 
 

What did you did for work before joining the 

NCO? 
 

I was living in Seoul, South Korea, working as an ad-

ministrative assistant for a Swedish military officer. Pri-

or to that, I was working as a freelance photogra-

pher, and working as a videographer of press confer-

ences for the Embassy of Afghanistan in Japan.  

 

What led you to the NCO? 
 

When I decided to return to the United States, I 

chose to relocate to Hawaii as I’d always wanted to 

visit anyway. My first job on Oahu was assisting pri-

marily Japanese customers in banking, but my real 

passion has always been in politics. Working with the 

NCO has been a great experience in learning more 

about the local, diverse politics on Oahu. 

 
What do you enjoy most about the work that 

you do?  

 
My favorite part about being with the NCO in gen-

eral is all of the opportunities to visit all corners of the 

island to get to see and hear what is going on and 

the differences in issues that arise. 

NCO Spotlight – Robert “Dylan” Whitsell, Public Relations 
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Neighborhood Board Rules and 

Procedures Quiz 

How well do you know the Neighborhood Plan, 

Sunshine Law, and Robert’s Rules of Order?  

 

http://www2.honolulu.gov/cchsurvey/ 

 

Take the quiz to see if you can score 100%! 

Please explain your role in Public Relations. 

What do you enjoy most about the work you 

do? 
 

Public Relations is sort of the “face” of any organiza-

tion. Especially with the Neighborhood Board System 

being a platform for community members to gather 

and voice the concerns of their communities, it is vi-

tal that the Public Relations Specialist be someone 

that community members feel they can count on to 

address any pressing matters. It is a large role to fill 

but I look forward to working with all of the various 

communities in our Neighborhood Board System. 

 

Tell us about yourself growing up. Where were 

you born, what schools did you go to, what did 

you study in college? 
 

I was born in a small town in Ohio but I spent my 

childhood growing up in the Washington DC, Mary-

land, Virginia (DMV) area. After graduating high 

school in Virginia, I moved to Tokyo, Japan to attend 

university full time. I majored in International Affairs.  

What do you enjoy most about the work that 

you do? 
 

My favorite part about being with the NCO in gen-

eral is all of the opportunities to visit all corners of the 

island to get to see and hear what is going on and 

the differences in issues that arise. I live in Waikiki so 

prior to joining the NCO that was pretty much my 

world, and I never thought I’d be driving out to some 

of the places I have being part of the NCO, but it’s 

all been a great experience. 
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What issues are your board most interested in? 

Our board has prioritized the issues that impact peo-

ple the most such as traffic,  transportation, home-

lessness, affordable housing and sustained agricul-

ture. We have stated community requirements and 

provided recommendations to our City Council and 

State Legislature representatives in the form of board 

resolutions and direct testimony at City Council 

meetings and State Legislature bill hearings. In addi-

tion, we have conducted special meetings to gather 

community input when working tough problems such 

as helping to find solutions for the upkeep of Sunset 

Memorial Park Cemetery as well as the newly formed 

West-Leeward-Central Oahu Traffic Mitigation Work-

ing Group comprised of 12 neighborhood board rep-

resentatives developing a concept for an alternate 

freeway from West to Central Oahu.  

How does the Pearl City Neighborhood Board 

differ from other Neighborhoods Boards?  

The Pearl City Neighborhood Board does not differ 

from other neighborhood boards because all of 

boards have a common goal and that is taking care 

of people, monitoring development and maintaining 

the highest quality of life standards for their commu-

nity. All the Neighborhood Boards work tough issues 

with their respective City Council representative and 

State legislators.  This includes monitoring Health, Edu-

cation and Welfare; Legislative Bills, Education issues, 

Public Safety, Development Planning and Zoning, 

Traffic and Transportation and recognition for those 

achievers in our communities. Respect between 

board members and our City, State and Federal gov-

ernment representatives is generally positive as re-

flected in communications at our board meetings.  

What do you enjoy most about the work your 

Neighborhood Board does?  

First of all I am very proud of all the volunteer elected 

members of our board, what they have contributed 

towards working through issues for the community, 

and working with our City Council and State Legisla-

ture representatives. I enjoy being a part of a truly 

outstanding neighborhood board team that demon-

strates their own individual strong skill sets and core 

values as they know their number one priority is work-

ing hard issues for the community and maintaining 

the highest quality of life standards for our residents. 

What satisfies me the most as Chair for the Pearl City 

Neighborhood Board is having the honor and privi-

lege of leading a truly dedicated team who wants to 

make a difference for their community.  

 

Board Spotlight – Chair Larry Veray 

Pearl City Neighborhood Board No. 21 
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Every board chair has a 

unique way of running 

their boards. How would 

you describe your lead-

ership style? To what do 

you attribute this? 

I attribute my leadership 

style to the experience I 

have gained from manag-

ing and leading sailors dur-

ing my Naval career, lead-

ing my homeowners association for over two dec-

ades and my 14 years of experience on the Pearl City 

Neighborhood Board.  As a leader, one must listen to 

people, evaluate issues, prioritize actions and imple-

ment a plan of action while empowering your board 

to come up with ideas and recommended mitigation 

or solutions in our advisory responsibility. I rely on my 

Neighborhood Commission Office (NCO) Assistant to 

keep me advised on my actions during board meet-

ings, board communications and all outgoing board 

correspondence. My NCO Assistant is fully integrated 

into my board team. This allows me to be in full com-

pliance of the Neighborhood Plan and Sunshine Law 

requirements but importantly, if I do make a mistake, I 

am able to rectify the problem immediately and 

keep the board on track.  

 

Where were you raised, where did you go to col-

lege? What brought you to Hawaii ? 

I was born and raised in Northern Indiana where my 

father worked in the steel mills. In 1967, I attended 

college at Valporasio Technical Institute working to-

wards a degree in Electronic Engineering. With the 

Vietnam conflict and the draft during that era, I de-

cided to cut my studies short and control my destiny 

by joining the U.S. Navy where I could pick my tech-

nical specialty in Electronic Engineering and build my 

technical skills while flying on combat support missions 

in Vietnam and later on Western Pacific submarine 

patrols. I retired after a 24 year Naval career. My wife 

Michie and I decided to make Pearl City our home 

and build our family. My 2nd career has been acting 

as a government contractor assigned to the U.S. Pa-

cific Command where I have worked for the past 25 

years. This expertise has allowed me to bring my lead-

ership and problem solving skill sets to the Pearl City 

Neighborhood Board. 

 



ˉ 
What initially got you involved with the neigh-

borhood boards and what do you enjoy about 

it? 

I've always enjoyed helping my neighbors and com-

munity, and filling a vacancy on the Liliha/Puʻunui/

ʻĀlewa/Kamehameha Heights Neighborhood Board 

when I came back from college was a logical exten-

sion of that. After a community member was hit by a 

car while walking her dogs, I led the Board’s efforts 

on Complete Streets and pedestrian-friendly im-

provements in the neighborhood, many of which 

have come to fruition over the past few years. I enjoy 

seeing other boards making progress on similar issues 

in their own communities – that’s really what the 

neighborhood board system is all about.  

 

 

Being on the Neighborhood Commission you 

get a chance see many different issues that the 

neighborhood boards deal with, what is one is-

sue that has stood out to you? What do you see 

as the main difference between the Commission 

and the Neighborhood Board?   

As the Commission, we try not to get too involved 

with specific issues that are really the kuleana of 

each individual community – whether that’s traffic or 

parking concerns, new development projects, or the 

state of the neighborhood’s infrastructure. Occasion-

ally though, these issues are the catalyst for com-

plaints that come up to the Commission level. I’m 

always amazed that the passion which the neighbor-

hood board members or community members have 

about these issues when they bring them up to us at 

the Commission. In many ways, that passion is what 

makes our democracy work!  

 

 

How do you feel the neighborhood board sys-

tem could be improved as a whole? 

I wish we could find a way to get more community 

groups and community members consistently in-

volved in the neighborhood board system. It dismays 

me when neighborhood board meetings have only 

sparse attendance from area residents. If we could 

find a way to engage existing community groups 

and get them to express their collective desires and 

concerns, I think the system on the whole would be a 

lot more effective in making positive change. 

 

 

 

Commission Spotlight – Chair Tyler Dos Santos-Tam 
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Tell us about yourself growing up. Where were 

you raised, high school you went to, things you 

did for fun, and where you went to college?  

I was raised in the ʻĀlewa Heights/Liliha area, which 

was a great place to grow up. I remember playing in 

my neighbors’ yards, riding our scooters up and 

down the hills, and stopping off at all of the little 

mom-and-pop stores that could be found through-

out the neighborhood for shave ice, li hing mui, and 

spam musubi. I went to Punahou from kindergarten 

all the way through high school, and graduated from 

Yale University.  

 

How would you characterize your personal con-

tribution to the commission and how that works 

with the other commission members?   

As a commissioner, I’d like to draw upon my experi-

ence as a longtime neighborhood board member as 

we embark on the process of amending the Neigh-

borhood Plan over the next year or so. I’d also like to 

help the newer commissioners to get more involved 

to help build and sustain institutional knowledge with-

in the Commission. 

 

What do you enjoy doing when you are not 

working or serving the community?   

I love to travel, hike, and cook. It’s always fun to ex-

plore – whether it’s faraway destinations, the moun-

tains of Oahu, or new cuisines and ingredients.  

 

 

 



@HNLNCO 

@HNLNCO 

NeighborhoodCommission 

nco@honolulu.gov 

Website: www.honolulu.gov/nco Email: nco@honolulu.gov Mainline: 768-3710     

What are the four (4) voting methods allowed  in the  

Neighborhood Plan? 

Send your answers to: nco@honolulu.gov    Subject line: NCO Trivia 

NCO Trivia 

“Aloha! I was honored to serve on both the 

Kaimukī and Mānoa Neighborhood Boards, 

and have seen the positive role the boards 

can play in the community. They exemplify 

participatory democracy at its finest!”  

-Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
@MayorKirkHNL 
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We Bid Adieu 
The Neighborhood Commission Office 

(NCO ) said goodbye to Uyen Vong 

who served as our Community Rela-

tions Specialist  and worked within our 

office for over three (3) years.  Uyen  is 

now aiding in the jumpstart of the City 

and County of Honolulu’s newest addi-

tion, the Office of Climate Change, 

Sustainability, and Resiliency (CCSR). 

Uyen was essential in the managing 

and promoting of the most recent 

Neighborhood Board Elections  which 

led to the setting of a new Neighbor-

hood Board Online Election record with 

over 21,000 votes being submitted. 

Thank you Uyen for everything you 

have done for our NCO. We all wish 

you good luck in your future ambitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
We are proud to announce Relley Ar-

aceley has been promoted to serve as 

the office’s new Community Relations 

Specialist. Relley has been working with 

the office for well over two (2) years 

and has shown the dedication and  

commitment needed to fill the role of a 

Community Relation Specialist (CRS). 

As a CRS Relley will be essential to the  

planning and coordinating of the 

Neighborhood Board System and it’s 

most important  functions.   

What’s Been Going On? 

Relocation of Oahu Community Correction Center  

Rail Funding Special Session (August 28– September 1) 

Haiku Stairs Removal /Options 

Chinatown Sidewalk Bulb-Outs 

Thomas Square Park Changes 

Secondary Access Road for Waianae  

He’eia to be included in National Estuarine Research Reserve System 

(NERRS) 

Biki Hawaii (Bike Share) 

Ala Moana Park Improvements  

Traffic Management on the Leeward Coast 

What’s Coming Up? 

Kahala Hotel Proposed Beach Improvements 

Thomas Square Reopening 

Updates on the Honolulu Rail Transit Project (HRTP) 

Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) Projects along  

Kalanianaʻole Highway 

Board Visits by Office of Climate Change, Sustainability, and Resiliency 

(CCSR)  

Department of Transportation Services (DTS) Bus Fare Changes 

Visit the NCO YouTube channel to see what we are doing to in-

crease public awareness of our Neighborhood Board System. 

https://www.youtube.com/HNLNCO 

https://www.instagram.com/hnlnco/
https://twitter.com/HNLNCO
https://www.facebook.com/NeighborhoodCommission
https://instagram.com/hnlnco/
https://www.facebook.com/NeighborhoodCommission
https://twitter.com/HNLNCO
http://www.honolulu.gov/nco
mailto:nco@honolulu.gov
https://twitter.com/MayorKirkHNL

